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FYI 


-Forwarded message- 

From; Lande, Emily < Emily.Lande@.mail.house.gov > 

Date; Wed, Mar 8, 2017 at 2;01 PM 

Subject; Letter from Ranking Member Grijalva to Secretary Zinke 
To; " micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov " < micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov > 


Micah, 


Attached please find a letter from Ranking Member Grijalva regarding the Antiquities Act. A 
hard copy is also being delivered to your office. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. We look forward to the Secretary’s response. 

Take care, 

Emily Lande 
Deputy Chief Counsel 
Democratic Staff 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Natural Resources 


H2-186 Ford 


Washington, DC 20515 


202.225.6065 
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Micah Chambers 
Special Assistant / Acting Director 
Office of Congressional & Legislative Affairs 
Office of the Secretary of the Interior 



ROB BISHOP OF UTAH 
CHAIRMAN 


RAUL GRIJALVA OF ARIZONA 
RANKING MEMBER 


JASON KNOX 
STAFF DIRECTOR 


M3. Mm&t nf MtpnBtntutxutB 


OIommittCE on Natural Sronurcea 
Maaljington, SOI 211515 


DAVID WATKINS 
DEMOCRATIC STAFF DIRECTOR 


The Honorable Ryan Zinke 
Secretary 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C St. NW 
Washington, DC 20240 


Marchs, 2017 


Dear Secretary Zinke: 

Congratulations on becoming the 52"^* Secretary of the Interior. We will miss your presence on 
the Natural Resources Committee dais, but look forward to working with you in your new 
capacity. 

During your confirmation hearing, in response to a question from Senator Martin Heinrich of 
New Mexico regarding the Antiquities Act, you responded that “it will be interesting to see 
whether the President has the authority to nullify a monument.” When Senator Heinrich 
followed up and asked what your counsel would be on the question of whether the President 
should attempt to rescind a national monument, you responded by saying: “Legally, it is 
untested.” 


Now that you have been sworn in as Secretary, your role in counseling President Trump 
regarding the future of the special places under the jurisdiction of your Department is no longer 
theoretical; advising the President on the future of Bears Ears and other National Monuments is 
now your solemn responsibility. 


Do you believe that the President has the legal authority to overturn an existing national 
monument designation? 


Thank you for taking the time to provide clarity on this important issue. I appreciate and look 
forward to your swift response to this straightforward question. 



Raul M. Grijalva 
Ranking Member 
House Committee on Natural Resources 


http://naturalresources.house.gov 
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